Help Configuring Multiple Columns

Introduction

You can configure the IIF Transaction Creator to import a worksheet where each row contains a transaction (like a Check or an Invoice) and has multiple amounts representing multiple detail rows on the transaction. To do this, first setup your custom column setting appropriately.
What layout is supported?
The multi-column layout assumes the data describes all the detail lines of a transaction, such as a check or invoice, and the total is automatically calculated for you. If your data contains a total, don’t include that column when specifying the detail amount columns.
[image: image1.png]A
Name

Bob Checkworthy
Bob Checkworthy

B
Type

Check
Check

c
Class
Yes
Blue

D
Memo
Memol
Mermo2

E
Date

0170172007
01/01/2007

F
Amount

10

-0

G H ! J

Amouni2 Amount3 Amountd Amounts
20 Ellj 40 50
20 a0 40 50




Fig 1. Example checks with multi-column amounts. This example shows two different checks, each for a total of $150.  Note the second check has the signed ‘backwards’ and that will be fixed automatically by the IIF Creator based on the transaction type of Check.
Configure the IIF Creator to expect multiple amount columns

To set the IIF Creator up for this type of layout, first go to Customize from the IIF Creator’s menu, and choose Column Definitions. On the Layout tab, choose these options:
[image: image2.png]€ Not Specifed I~
 Multirow  Each transaction uses two o more rows,
o

@ Single Row  Each transaction Lses one row,

v Mltple Amolints ars represented on one fow
(other than Debit/Crecit columns.)

Help




Next, click the Amounts tab and enter your column definitions as described below.
Configuring multiple Amount columns

This feature supports up to 10 columns using the setup Assistant, and you can optionally match its output and add additional columns manually.

To set up these columns, use the Assistant (recommended) or enter the multiple column titles manually in the text field on the Amounts tab in the Custom field Mapping dialog.
Columns are separated with commas and use an XML-like tag (<AmountCol>.) They can contain the column name, a default item name to use, and a default account name to use as well as other columns that such as an Account, Item, Rate, Quantity, and Description.
Amount Column Assistant

The Assistant can help you automatically configure your data and lets you pick other columns of data to be associated with each Amount column you define. It lets you easily setup multiple Amounts as well as an optional Item, Account, Description/Memo, Quantity, and Rate columns to go with each Amount.  Note you can use the same columns over and over if desired.

To launch the Assistant, click the Assistant button on the Amounts tab.
When you launch the assistant, you’ll see a grid of drop-down boxes that will contain all of the column titles in your worksheet.  For each amount you want to specify, pick the column as well as any other columns you want to associate with that Amount.  This example shows the grid completely filled out Yours will likely look empty when you first launch the Assistant:
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To specify a specific Item instead of an Item column, ether “Item:” and the item in the Item field for that row.  For example “Item:Consulting”.
To specify a specific account instead of an Account column, ether “Account:” and the account in the Account field for that row.  For example “Account:Travel”.
Press OK/Save when done and the results will be written to the Amounts tab of the Customize dialog.

Examples:

· Example specifying three amount columns:

< AmountCol > Amount1, < AmountCol > Amount2, < AmountCol > Amount3

Or, for readability:

<AmountCol> Amount1, 

<AmountCol> Amount2, 

<AmountCol> Amount3

· Example specifying three amount columns with default sales items to use (for example, on an invoice):

<AmountCol> Amount1 <item> Widget, 
<AmountCol> Amount2 <item> Thing, 
<AmountCol> Amount3 <item> Sales Tax

· Example specifying three amount columns with default account to use:
<AmountCol> Amount1 <account> Sales, 
<AmountCol> Amount2 <account> Sales, 
<AmountCol> Amount3 <account> Sales

· Example specifying three amount columns with default account and item to use:

<AmountCol> Amount1 <account> Sales <item> Widget, 
<AmountCol> Amount2 <item> Thingy <account> Sales, 
<AmountCol> Amount3 <account> Sales <item> Scrap

· Example specifying three amount columns and three item columns:

<AmountCol> Amount1 <ItemCol> Item1, 

<AmountCol> Amount2 <ItemCol> Item2, 

<AmountCol> Amount3 <ItemCol> Item3

· Example specifying three amount columns and three account columns:

<AmountCol> Amount1 <AccountCol> Item1, 

<AmountCol> Amount2 <AccountCol> Item2, 

<AmountCol> Amount3 <AccountCol> Item3

Rules:
1. If you specify only the <AmountCol> columns with no Account or Item columns, and you have no “Split Account” column on your worksheet, and you have no default Detail Account in your settings, then the actual column title is used as the Account.

2. If you specify a default item or an item column, then the account from the item is used if the item is found in the lists retrieved from QuickBooks. Otherwise, refer to rule #1.

3. If you specify both an account and an item, then the account from the item is used unless the item is not imported from QuickBooks.  In that case, refer to rule #1.

4. You can over-specify Amount columns. Columns definitions not found in your current worksheet will be ignored.

5. For each transactions on each row, a detail line will be included if there is data for the row.

6. You can define the columns in any order, regardless of how they appear on your worksheet. The order you use determines the order the amounts will appear in QuickBooks on your transactions.

7. If you want to import a sales tax amount, it should be listed last in your Amount columns definitions, as it appears last on sales transactions.
8. Spaces are allowed before or after any value or key word and before or after commas.  They’ll be stripped out of the results.

9. Multi-word values are accepted for column names and account and item names.

10. The support label keywords are <AmountCol>, <ItemCol>, <AccountCol>, <DescCol>, <RateCol>, <QuantityCol>, <Item>, <Account>

11. Values should follow the keyword labels, like <Label> Value.  See the examples.

12. The Assistant can be used to define up to 10 amounts. You can add more manually, but if you launch the Assistant again, they will be lost.

Using other custom defaults with this layout

Most or all other custom options are supported.  The Default Transaction Account and Detail Account settings may be especially useful, as may be the default transaction types. You can get to these settings from the Customize, Other Options menu item.
Another Example

Here’s an example worksheet that has two amounts specified on each transaction, and for each amount has a full compliment of columns for Item, Qty, Rate, Account, and Amount:
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Here’s how you’d setup the multi-amount columns wizard to match this layout:
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