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Data Layout Help
When using the IIF Creator you have multiple layout options for your data.  Each has its advantages and disadvantages.

There are two basic styles of data, single and multiple rows, within each of these additional options exist.  Most layouts support the same columns for most fields such as Dates and transaction Types, though there are differences.

Single Row Data

This is the simplest form. It is often used to import transactions like Checks and Credit Card Charges, sometimes downloaded from banks. In this layout, each transaction takes up only one row, like this:

[image: image2.jpg]Date Type _Name Account _Split Account_Amount
01/0172012 Check EZ Plumbing Checking Labor 25000
01/05/2012 Check Safeway  Checking Ofice 14034
01/13/2012 Check Google  Checking Advertising | -556.23





· Unique to the single row layout, the New Transaction column is not included as each row represents a new transaction.  

· The Account column is used to specify the balance sheet account, such as your checking account (e.g. “Wells Fargo Checking”) for checks or your credit card account name (e.g. “B of A Vista”) for your credit cards.

· The Split Account column is included to specify the income or expense account to be used on the transaction.  (Most any account type can actually be used.)

Single Row Multiple Amounts

Similar to Single Row data, use this layout if your worksheet has transactions in single rows and also multiple columns containing amounts.  In order to properly use this option, you must specify the various Amount columns in the Column Definitions dialog on the Amounts tab.
[image: image3.png]Date Type _ Name Account _Labor _Parts_Adversis
010172012 Check |EZ Plumbing Checking | 150.00 100.00
01/08/2012 Check Safeway  Checking 14034
01/13/2012 Check Google  Checking 566.23
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· Here there are four columns that contain Amounts.  
· In this layout, the transaction total is automatically calculated based on the detail amounts.

Multi Row Data

In the multi-row format, you can specify transactions with as many rows as you want, such as long invoices or journal entries. In this example, one check has two detail lines and the other has three detail lines:
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01/0172012 Check | EZ Plumbing

01/01/2012 Check  Saveway

Checking | -250.00
Labor | 150.00

Pas | 100.00
Checking  -140.34
Office: 89.00

Snacks | 12.00
Other 30,34




· In the Multi-row layout, a New Transaction column is always included.  It contains either Yes or a unique value such as a transaction ID for each row where a transaction starts.

· There is no Split Account column in this layout, as all the accounts are included in the Account column.

· For each transaction, the sum of Amounts must equal 0.00. The Amount column is ‘signed’, having both positive and negative numbers for each transaction.

Multi Row with no Transaction Totals

This layout is similar to the standard Multi-row layout, though when using it you don’t have to specify the total transaction amount.  Here’s an example using the same transactions as above:
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Compared to the layout above…

· The Source Account column is created and uses the account for the first/total row of the transaction.

· You don’t need to calculate the transaction total, as that is done for you.

Notes:
· These examples are for a Check, but the concepts apply to most all transaction types.  The primary differences between transaction types are the Accounts used, the Type column value, and the other columns you may choose to add 
· You can add many more columns of values to your data (see the documentation for a complete list of columns that are supported.)

· These examples show the default field names. Many fields can have other names and you can customize the IIF Creator for this.

