QIF Fixer
Introduction

Thank you for your interest in the QIF fixer by Big Red Consulting.  
We’ve written this document to ensure you have a smooth start when using the tool, and to address frequently asked questions.  This document contains several sections, listed below.
Please note:

Quicken is a registered trademark of Intuit, Inc.

MS Excel and MS Money are registered trademarks of Microsoft, Inc.

The QIF Fixer, the BRC QIF Fixer, and this document are copyrighted by Big Red Consulting.
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Overview

The QIF to Excel to IIF Converter is an Excel “Add-In”.  This means you load it in a special way and that it adds to the things you can do with Excel.  This Add-in enables you to use Excel to manage your QIF data and make it importable into Quicken and MS Money.
This Add-In creates a special menu item that provides access to its features.  The add-in imports QIF files and presents them in Excel for your review and analysis.  From this data, it can create QIF files for import.
Essential Activities

This section is an overview of various utility operations you may want to complete when using the tool. The later sections in this document cover the steps for using the tool.
Installing the tool

If you downloaded the installer and ran it, and are reviewing this document from the Start menu, installation is complete.
If you downloaded the .ZIP file, installation of this Add-In is a matter of copying this document and the *.XLA file (the Excel Add-In) to a convenient folder. We recommend something like “My Programs\BRC”.
Loading the tool in Excel

When Installation is complete, you may load this tool from within Excel. This is a one-time process. Once loaded, each time Excel starts the tool will be available until you unload it:

To load the tool, first start Excel & make sure a workbook is open (one usually opens when you start Excel.)

Excel 2010 & 2013: 

1. Select File, then Options from Excel's menu.

2. In the Options dialog, select Add-ins.

3. At the bottom of the add-ins pane, select Excel Add-ins and press Go. 

4. When the Add-ins dialog opens, click Browse and navigate to the folder where you installed the addin.

5. Select the *.xla file and then OK to close the dialogs. 

Excel 2007:

1. Click the round Microsoft Office Button and then click Excel Options.

2. Click Add-Ins and then in the Manage box select Excel Add-ins. Click Go.

3. In the Add-Ins available box, click Browse... & browse to the folder to which you installed this tool (see below.)

4. Select the *.xla file & Press OK to close the dialogs. 

Excel 2000 - 2003:

1. Launch Excel and then choose Tools | Add-ins... from Excel's menu.

2. Click Browse... & browse to the folder to which you installed this tool.

3. Select the *.xla file & Press OK to close the dialogs. 

At this point, you should see this tool listed in the Add-In dialog, with a checkmark next to it. Press OK to close the dialog, which will load the Add-In. 

In Excel 2007, you’ll see the tool’s access points from the Add-Ins tab.  In Excel 2000 – 2003 you’ll see a new menu item appear just to the right of Excel’s help menu.

Trial Period

Once loaded, the tool is in “trial” mode. In trial mode, most features are available, but there are limitations to the number of transactions (Invoices, Checks, and so on) that can be exported. 
Purchase & Entering your Product Key

To purchase the tool, select About & Purchase from the tool’s menu. Click the button Buy Online, and you’ll be taken to our website to a starting point to make your purchase. At the end of the purchase, you’ll be given a temporary product key with which to fully unlock your tool for seven days. Once your order is complete, you will receive an email with your receipt and permanent product key.

To enter either of your temporary or permanent keys, choose About & Purchase from the Tool’s menu, enter the key into the Key field, and then press the I Accept button to unlock the product. Note: You may copy the key from the email or web page and past it in the key field: Use Ctrl-C (or right-click Copy) to copy the key & then paste it into the About & Purchase dialog using the shortcut key Ctrl-V.

Un-Installing the tool

To uninstall the tool, first unload it from Excel. Unloading it is the opposite of loading it:

1. First start Excel and make sure a workbook is open (one usually opens when you start Excel.) Then choose Tools | Add-Ins… from Excel’s menu. 

2. Remove the check mark next to this tool and close the dialog. At this point, the tool will unload & the tool’s menu item will be removed from Excel’s menu.

3. Next, go to the Windows control panel, select Add/Remove Programs, and uninstall the tool.

Importing your QIF File
To import your QIF file, select the first option from the tool’s custom menu.  Select your options and import the file:
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Fig 1: The import QIF file dialog

Once you’ve set your options and Browsed to select a QIF file, press Import.  A new spreadsheet is created containing your QIF data.
You can optionally clean up the Payee names in the QIF file:
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After import, you’ll see this dialog, allowing you to map payee names
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Fig 3: Map Payee’s optional dialog:

The step in the QIF File Wizard option, “Map Payees”, uses your imported lists to automatically adjust your QIF data so you don’t have to edit it each time:

Mapping your data.  Press the Map Payees button and you’ll see a dialog like this:
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Fig 3: On this dialog, the Imported Payee Name list is gathered from the imported QIF data.  Enter values in the other two fields.
To use this dialog, pick from the Imported Payee Name, then chose one or both of the Name to use or the Category to use.  You may leave either but not both blank.  This means you can either 1) Change the Name or 2) Change the Account, or 3) change both.
Notes:

· Your mapping data is saved from import to import so you only need to specify a Payee mapping once. 
· You can use a wildcard at the end of the name, using the * character.  In the example above all payees that start with SAFEWAY will be replaced with Safeway.  This is useful when you get many different versions of a name.
Exporting to QIF

Once the data is mapped and imported, review it and adjust if needed and then export to QIF using the custom menu.  There are several settings on the following dialog.  Be sure to fill them out carefully, as this will determine how your data is imported into Quicken or other applications:
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Fig 4: The export to QIF dialog.

Importing into Quicken

After you have created your file, you can select it for import into Quicken.  When importing the file choose “All Accounts” as the account to import into, and then your data will be imported into the account you specified in the dialog above.
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